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WORD FORMATION
PREFIXES

Use your dictionary and find at least 2 examples of words formed by means of prefixes:

1.expressing negatives
un-

in-


im-

il-

ir-

dis-
a-

mal-

mis-

non – (usually hyphenated)

N.B. Prefix in- does not always mean not or no.
Find an example in your dictionary.

2. expressing repetition or change

re-

en-

em-

3.expressing various kinds of relations

bi-        (often hyphenated)
uni-      (often hyphenated)
anti-

co-

counter-

ex-

pro-
extra-
fore-

inter-

post-

pre-
sub-

micro-

mono-

multi-
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hyper-

super-    (often hyphenated)
ultra-     (often hyphenated)
semi-      (often hyphenated)
over-

pseudo-

under-

auto-
self
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SUFFIXES

Use your dictionary and find at least 1 example of words formed by means of suffixes:

1.forming nouns denoting persons:

-ee

-eer

-er

-ess

-or
-ian
-ist
-ster

N.B. the difference: physician x physicist 

2.forming abstract nouns:
-age

N.B pronunciation
-al
-ance, -ence, -ancy, -ency

-ion (-ation, -tion, -sion, -ssion)
-cy

-dom

-hood 

-ing

-ism

-ity

-ment

-ness

-ry, -ery

-ship

-ure

3.forming adjectives from nouns:
-al

-an

-ed

-en

-ese

-ful

-ian

-ic, -ical

-ish

-less

-like

-ly

-ous
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-some

-y

N.B. the difference: economic x economical

Use your dintionary to find collocations of the words electric and electrical
4.forming adjectives form verbs:

-able, -ible
-y

-ful

-ive

N.B. the pronunciation of  -able

5. forming adjectives from adjectives and adverbs:
-ish
-some

-ly

-ward
6.forming verbs:
-en
-fy

-ise (British), -ize (American)
7.forming adverbs:

-ly
-wise, -ways

-ward, -wards

N.B. suffix –ly does not always denote an adverb

Find an example in your dictionary and form an adverb.
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INTRODUCTION INTO COMPOUNDS
1.one word: 

bedroom
2.hyphenated words:

ice-cream

3.separate words:

lady doctor
Find more examples.
N.B. how to understand compounds:

start reading from the last word in the compound and go backwards, i.e., to the beginning of the whole compound.

filter paper  x  paper filter
car battery  x  battery car
Try to translate compounds from scientific writings:

information technology

computer tomography
surface layer
heat treatment
diffraction line

weight gain

short-time oxidation

long-term solution
bar graph

