
II. GRAMMAR - GRAMATIKA
Articles

1. General information – introductory remarks

Zero article: 0

Definite article: the

Indefinite article: a/an

The zero article (= no article)

No article is used with 

a) uncountable words, eg., snow, light, physics, time, knowledge, information

b) unique positions  - after the verb to be , e.g., He is President of the Academy/Dean of the Faculty x he is a teacher

c) symbols and numerals, eg., In Table/Equation/Chapter/Section 2; Volume 3; number 5

d) daily meals, parts of year (unless specified), e.g., breakfast  x  the breakfast we had today; summer x the previous summer

e) most proper names, e.g., John, Mr.Brown, Mount Everest, Germany, x in the plural: the Alps, The High Tatras; x names specified by an adjective: the United States, the Czech Republic; x names of rivers: the Nile

f) words like school, university, college, home, work, bed, e.g., at home/school

g) special phrases, e.g., by day/night, at night/noon, Monday/tomorrow/yesterday evening/morning x in the morning/evening

The definite article

The definite article is used to specify an entity determined by

a) the situation , e.g., Will you pass me the salt, please. (addressing a neighbour at the table)

b) some background knowledge , e.g., The Government will meet next week again.

c)  It is also used with words referring to unique items, e.g., the sea, the sun, the Moon
d) or countable/uncountable items somehow specified, e.g., the water in the/this river; the winter of 2007; the car of my father   

Please note : An adjective following the definite article identifies/specifies the entity, in other words, it  defines the noun, e.g., The young man is waiting outside. (we can see him there, we may know him) = Ten mladík čeká venku x There is a young man waiting outside. (some young man we do not know; we only know that he is young) = Venku čeká nějaký mladík.

The indefinite article

The indefinite article is used to classify an entity, i.e., it refers it to a class as one of its indefinite/unspecified members, e.g., He passed an examination yesterday.(i.e, some/one exam , in an unspecified  subject).

Please note : The idefinite article cannot be used with plural nouns and uncountables.

An adjective following the indefinite article describes the entity, i.e., it only  expresses its property/characteristic, e.g., There is a young man waiting outside. (some young man, we only know that he is young).

A note on article usage:

a) Professionals/peers  share knowledge of some facts and treat them as understood, and, without explaning or identifying  or introducing the facts known to them,  they may use words referring to them with definite articles.

b) Many uncountable (abstract) nouns can be used with an indefinite article to stress their specific aspect or use in a particular situation/case (given by the adjective), e.g., a deep understanding of the situation; a profound knowledge of the problem; a specific noise; a surprising success

c) The article need not be repeated in strings of nouns, e.g., Our objectives are to study the efficiency, … energy spectrum, and …focusing of protons accelerated in……….

d) The use of an article  may distinguish the meaning, e.g., an English and a French teacher (2 persons) x an English and French teacher (1 person); we met the Dean and Head of the Department  of ….(1 person) x we met the Dean and the Head of the Department of …. (2 persons)

e) Articles are usually omitted in the titles of books/papers and in captions.

f) However, there is a strong tendency (coming from the US) to drop articles before nouns where usage and rules would expect them, e.g., when referring to a concrete and specific noun, e.g. (the) government, (the) UN, (the) United States Senate, (the) CIA, etc. This tendency is also spreading to scientific discourse, and the article is left out before words and phrases that are in constant use or are part of the scentists´ vocabulary, e.g., to address (the/a ) plenary, to attend (a) meeting, to speak at (a) conference, (the) big bang, etc. This trend  can also be seen in papers written by American scientists.

2. Pretest and Answers
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3. Exercises :

1)/1 Test your knowledge of articles.

The pairs below differ only in the use of articles. Think first what difference to meaning (or shade of meaning) the article makes. Think of the situation the sentence was used:

1  a   Sarah´s studying at a music school in Brighton.

    b   Sue´s studying at the music school in Lancaster.

2  a   Amanda´s had a baby.

    b   Annette´s had the baby.

3  a   Bill met a Japanese student on the train.

    b   Ben met the Japanese student on a train.

4  a   Suzanne wrote a most interesting composition.

    b   Sylvia wrote the most interesting composition.

5  a   A dog is a better companion than a cat.

    b   The dog is a better companion than the cat.

6  a   Tina stopped the car at the corner.

    b   Betty stopped a car at the corner.

7  a   Have you ever met the Member of Parliament?

    b   Have you ever met a Member of Parliament?

8  a   Jack entered university with excellent marks.

    b   Mary entered the university to ask about courses.

9  a   We first met at dinner.

    b   We first met at the dinner.

10a   Michael Jones, the contemporary Welsh novelist, has also written many songs.

    b   Michael Jones,  a contemporary Welsh novelist, has also written many songs.

11a   An organisation has been set up to help the victims of crime.

    b   An organisation has been set up to help the victims of the crime.

12a   Has he ever been in hospital?

    b   Has he ever been in the hospital?
2)/2 Use a zero/definite/indefinite article, as appropriate:

…… man(Man) is mortal. He plays …… violin. …… Nice(nice) warm …… day. He is …… student. He is …… Dean of …… faculty.  He wore ….. coat. Is …… man young or old? There is …… doctor in …… our village. …… (Price) price is too high. He is …… Czech, not …… Slovak. …… American we met is quite nice. …… child(Child) of six could repair it. …… machine(Machine) issued …… invalid ticket. …… ticket(Ticket) …… machine issued is invalid. I ended …… letter with …… polite phrase. He behaved in …… most impossible way. Don´t spill ….. water on …… carpet. Open …… book at …… page 6. …… Italians are …… good singers. …… book(Book) is translated from …… English language. Is …… English …… most difficult language to learn? …… poor(Poor) and …… unemployed have …… difficult life. …… rose(Rose) is …… lovely flower. We have …… Siamese cat. …… cats(Cats) are intelligent …… animals. …… Sun rises now after 7 AM. Have you seen such …… red Sun? What …… cold day. He was elected ….Secretary General of …… United Nations. …… moon(Moon) is slowly setting below …… sea. …… Atlantic lies between …… Europe and …… North America. ……wine(Wine) is healthy. ……wine(Wine) I bought is too dry. …… car (Car) made …… unpleasant noise. …… women(Women) with …… experience in …… office  will get …… jobs quite easily. ……water(Water) in …… bottle is safe to drink. ……water(Water) and …… beer are …… most usual beverages in …… Czech Republic. He has …… excellent knowledge of …… English. His knowledge of …… Chinese art is surprising. …… Chinese art exhibited in …… National Gallery covers many …… periods. …… Chinese script is very old. Let´s have …… fish  today. …… art(Art ) for …… art´s sake. Do you take…… milk and …… sugar in your tea? I prefer …… green tea to …… dark tea you bought. He arrived on …… Tuesday. He was born in …… May. …… May of  ……year 2004 was very warm. …… May of 2005 was cold. He left in …… morning and came back at …… noon. Where did you spend …… night? Let´s go for …… lunch. We spent …… night in …… hotel , …… night  in a B and B, and …… night on ….. night bus  – it was difficult to find …… accommodation at such …… short notice. He is such …… nice boy. It was such …… filling dinner. He is at …… university. He went to…… bed at ten. John is out of …… town at …… present. I must go to my …… bank and …… post office as soon as possible. What´s on …… TV tonight? I listen to ….. radio in ……evening  to get …… news of …… day. There are no …… classes tomorrow.  Some of …… students spend …… Sunday mornings lying in …… bed and watching …… TV. Do you remember ….. winter before  …… last? He is …… last but one student to register for …… course. During …… summer we did not get much sun …… this year. Can you do …… home assignment by yourself? …… winter(Winter) is …… my most favourite part of …… year. In …… summer we were in …… Austria – in …… Alps, in …… Netherlands – in …… Hague,  and in ….. USA – in …… Washington D.C. . ….. Czech Republic and ….. U.K. are both ……. member states   of …… European Union. …… Vltava is not …… very clean river. …… National Theatre was built in …… 19th centrury. He is staying in /at…. Hilton, not in/at  …… Intercontinental. She is happy to have seen …… Queen. Her apartment is at …… corner of  …… 5th Avenue. …… Hyde Park is quite famous because of …… Speaker´s Corner. You can take …… taxi, …… Metro - …… Line A , or ……tram No 17 to get to …… Troja . I took …… 17  to get to ……Břehová Street  in …… time. We had …… great time during …… vacations. Have …… nice day. See you on ….. Monday. …… Saturday  we went to …… opera   was …… rainy day. Do you know Singing in …… Rain? …… Bachelor´s Project is to be about 50 pages long. He holds …… degree from …… Czech Technical University. I am on …… Bachelor´s Degree course. I am …… PhD student now. He lives in …. capital of …. Czech Republic.

…..European Dream creates …. new history, but ….. American Dream is …. past.

3)/3 Where would you use an article?

Our growing breathing galaxy

Sometimes, hardest things to understand are things you are most familiar with. We may know our hometowns intimately, yet visitors or young children may still point out things we have never noticed before. They may not be as attuned to all minutiae, but they often see big
picture better than longtime residents can. Similar situation faces astronomers who study

Milky Way : we are so deeply embedded in our home galaxy that we cannot see it fully.

When we look at other galaxies, we can discern their overall layout, but not their detailed workings. When we look at our own, we can readily study details, but perceive overall structure only indirectly.

Consequently, we have been slow to grasp big picture of Milky Way´s structure and history. Astronomers were not even sure that galaxy was distant object, only one of many billions, until 1920s. By mid-1950s, they had assembled picture that most people now have of Milky Way: majestic pinwheel of stars and gas. In 1960s, theorists proposed that our galaxy formed early in cosmic history – by most recent estimate 13 billion years ago – and has remained broadly unchanged ever since.

Gradually, though, it has become clear that Milky Way is not finished work, but rather body that is still forming. Like earlier discoveries, this realization has relied heavily on observing other galaxies, and bringing lesson back home. Most galaxies are now assumed to result from merging of smaller precursors, and, in case of Milky Way, we can observe final stages of this process. Our galaxy is tearing apart small satellite galaxies and incorporating their stars.  Meanwhile, gas clouds are continually arriving from intergalactic space. No longer can researchers speak of galaxy formation in past tense.

4)/4 Fill in the missing articles

Gamma-ray bursts

Early in morning of January 23,1999,  robotic telescope in New Mexico picked up faint flash of light in cosmic constellation Corona Borealis. Though just barely visible through binoculars, it turned out to be most brilliant explosion ever witnessed by humanity.We could see it nine billion light-years away, more than half way across observable universe. If event had instead taken place few thousand light years away, it would have been as bright as midday sun, and it would have dosed Earth with enough radiation to kill off nearly every living thing.

Flash was another of famous gamma-ray bursts, which in recent decades have been one of astronomy´s  most intriguing mysteries. First sighting of gamma-ray burst (GRB) came on July 2, 1967, from military satellites watching for nuclear tests in space. These cosmic explosions proved to be different from man-made explosions the satellites were designed to detect. For most of 35 years since then, each new burst merely hightened puzzlement. Whenever researchers thought they had explanation, evidence sent them back.

Monumental discoveries of past several years have brought astronomers closer to definitive answer. Before 1997, most of what we knew about GRB was based on observations from Burst and Transient Source Experiment (BATSE) onboard Compton Gamma Ray Observatory. BATSE revealed that two or three GRBs occur somewhere in observable universe on typical day. They outshine everything else in gamma-ray sky. Although each is unique, bursts fall into one of two rough categories. Bursts that last less than two seconds are “short“, and those that last longer – majority – are “long.“ Two categories differ spectroscopically, with short bursts having relatively more high-energy gamma rays than long bursts do. January 1999 burst emitted gamma rays for minute  and half.

5) Which article to use?

5a)/5 Manned Flight : A Success Story

On December 17, 1903, Orville and Wilbur Wright successfully achieved …… sustained flight in …..power-driven aircraft. The first flight that day lasted only  12 seconds over …… distance of 37 meters. This is about …… length of …… space shuttle Orbiter. The fourth flight of …… day ( and …… longest flight ) traveled 260 meters in …… 59 seconds. The initial notification of ….. event to …… world was …… telegram to …… Wrights´ father.

Sixty-six years later, …… human being first stepped on …… lunar surface. An estimated 500 million people throughout …… world saw the event on television  or listened to it on …… radio as it happened. This was surely …… historic event.

Historic events are spectacular. The space program, however, has always been much more than a television spectacular. Today, …… space transportation is working in …… many ways for us all, and we have come to expect this.

…… whole new era of transportation came into being in …… 1980s with …… development of the space shuttle. As …… transportation system to Earth orbit, it offers …… workhorse capabilities of such earthbound carriers as trucks, ships, and …… airlines. It is as vital to …… nation´s future as the more conventional carrier of today is to …… country´s economic life and well-being.

5b)/6 Standard ESSA Wind Observations

By far …… most complete wind data available in …… United States reside in …… records of  …… U.S. Weather Bureau (ESSA) stations, which number more than 1,000. Many of …… stations have been in operation for one or more decades, and ESSA has provided …… excellent record-keeping center at Ashville, North Carolina, so that data can be easily retrieved.  …… typical “surface“ wind observation is usually obtained from …… slow-moving cup anemometer and vane assembly, mounted in …… well-exposed location about 30 feet above …… ground or …… building structure.  ……vast majority of …… sites are at airports, and urban observations are comparatively rare.  …… standard observation procedure is to note …… indicated wind speed and direction for …… brief period once each hour and record them to 10 degrees and …… nearest mile per hour. Normally …… contacting device is associated with …… anemometer, from which one can obtain …… time required for one mile of wind flow to pass …… instrument. Observations called PIBALS or RABALS are taken at many of …… stations, using either visual or electronic tracking of …… rising baloon several times per day to determine …… variation of wind with height.  …… data are processed to reflect  …… wind at 1,000-foot intervals above sea level.

5c)/7 The Edsel: A Modern Antisuccess Story

Not since Ford´s introduction of …… Model A, 30 years earlier, had so much attention accompanied …… arrival of …… new car. When …… same company formally introduced …… Edsel in September 1957, it had already invested …… quarter of …… billion dollars in development, production, and distribution, which, according to one account of …… day, made …… Edsel …… costliest consumer product in …… history. Ford counted on selling at least 2,000,000 Edsels …… first year.

However, a little over 2 years and 2 months later, Ford had sold only …… 100,000 Edsels and …… automaker permanently discontinued production.  …… total loss to …… company reached 350 million dollars, according to some estimates. …… loss was equivalent to that which would be incurred if …… Ford were simply to give away 110,000 models of its comparably priced car, …… Mercury.

Conventional wisdom has held that …… rapid decline of the Edsel was due to …… company´s dependence on …… results of …… public opinion polls and motivational research. According to …… view, …… results dictated …… way the Edsel was promoted, …… way it was named, and also the way …… car was designed. It is further argued that such efforts will always fail, for when …… car-buying public perceives itself pursued in …… overly calculated manner, it will always turn away in favor of …… more spontaneously attentive competitor.

When conceived in …… late 1940s, …… idea that eventually led to the Edsel was one of putting on …… market …… new and completely different medium-priced car. It would be designed to keep …… prosperous owners of …… Fords, intent on trading in their symbols of low-income earnings, in …… Ford family.

Past tense (= preterite) versus  pre-present (=  present perfect) tense 

1.   Introductory remarks

Past tense: 
regular verbs:

infinitive  +  (e)d






to learn  - he learned  





to change -  he changed  







to admit -   he admitted  





to increase – it increased  


irregular verbs:           specific form, i.e.,“the second column”






to get up  -  he got up






to understand   -  they understood

Pre-present: all verbs

have/has  +  past participle (“the third column“)



active voice

I have learned






he has changed






you have admitted






they have understood



passive voice

have/has  + been  +  past participle





(it) has been changed






(he) has been visited 






(it) has been understood

The past tense, corresponding to the Czech “minulý čas“, expresses events, activities, and processes occurring in the past and having no relation to the present. The past event is reported as such, and the time in the past is usually expressed (e.g., I met him last week.).In academic writing this tense is used to describe experiments/research/activities/work done  in the past (in particular in the Materials and Methods section of a paper). In American English  (unlike British English) the past tense is often used  with adverbs like already, just, yet, recently, never, before, or if the adverb indicating time is not used at all but is understood , e.g. : I just saw him. I didn´ t see him before. In all these cases British English would prefer the pre-present tense.

The pre-present ( perfektum) unlike the past tense somehow relates an event, activity, or cause  to the present time through the result, some consequence, effect, etc. The time is often not mentioned at all, but is understood. Czech has no similar tense, but some constructions similar to the English pre-present can express the same idea:

Mám napsaný dopis pro X. (= napsal jsem ho a zde je – tj. psal jsem ho v minulosti a    zde je výsledek) – I have written a letter to X.

I have read the book. (= tu knihu mám přečtenou, tj. v minulosti jsem ji četl a teď ji znám)

I have checked the results. (= mám ty výsledky zkontrolované, tj. zkontroloval jsem si je)

The idea of relating the past with the present makes it difficult to use the tense because Czech sometimes uses the present and sometimes the past tense to express the idea. Pre-present is very frequent in spoken English. 

In the structure of the sentence with the pre-present, some adverbs are placed between “the have and past participle“, e.g. 

I have never/seldom/sometimes/often/just/already/recently/lately seen it.

Some adverbs are typical of the pre-present, some of the past tense:


Pre-present tense


   Past tense
      I  have met him  today

      I met him yesterday



         this week/month/year
         last year/month/year



         lately


         -



         recently


         recently
·   formerly

   before


         -

·   the other day (onehdy)

·   just now (právě před chvílí)

·   two days ago

     I have               already  met him.
      
         -

                             just
     met him (právě teď)

         -

     I haven´t met him since Monday

         I didn´t see him on Monday.



           for two days 

         - 



          up to now (doteď)
         

         until recently


          so far


         -



          before


         -



          yet


         -

In academic writing the pre-present is often used to express new results/findings/facts. However, there is a strong tendency – in American English in particular - to use here the past tense: 


Nanoturbines have been found important in military applications.


The set standards  have  been attained.

In the passive, the pre-present tense is often used with verbs like: to say, report, mention, accept, consider, know, believe, acknowledge, ascertain, assume, check, discuss, claim, concede, confirm, declare, find, assess, prove, argue, define, describe, explain, illustrate, list, outline, review, show, state, summarize, conclude, cofirm, stress, emphasize, hypothesize, observe, note, state, achieve, discover, evaluate, and many others. Thus you can avoid the shift of tenses in the sequence of tenses construction.

           The results have been checked, assessed , and evaluated.

If you do not know the meanings of these verbs, look them up in an English-Czech dictionary.

2.  Exercises:

1)/9 Insert the proper adverb and use the proper tense. If there are two possibilities (British English x American English), use both:

They wrote him.

recently; last year; just; not up to now; last Saturday; lately; just now;  a minute ago; never; the other day; already; two weeks ago; not, since last month; twice; when he left Prague; not, so far; not, until recently; this week; this morning; already; the other day; three times so far; never; when they needed help.

Did he visit you_?

before; when; last Tuesday; since last year; the other day; yet; a week ago; since he arrived from London; in the last few days; ever; when you were in hospital ?


She didn´t come to see us.

since last March; this year; two days ago; before; until recently; when she was in Prague; never; when John was ill; up to now, for two days; yet

2)/10 Translate into English. If there are two possibilities, use both:

a)  Už sis dnes zkontroloval poštu?

b)  Poslední dobou má moc práce (to be busy)

c)  Od Vánoc nebyl v Praze.

d)  Dosud jsem přečetl jen dva články

e)  Tento týden jsem byl na zajímavé konferenci. (to attend a conference)

f)   Žádost o grant je připravena už od minulého týdne. (grant proposal)

g)  Už  rok nenepsal žádný článek.

h)  Dělal ten pokus týden, ale už jej dodělal.

i)  Tento rok jsme měli deštivé léto.

j)  Už jste mu  poslal to pozvání ?

k)  Žil dva roky v USA, pak se vrátil.

l)   Žije už dva roky v Londýně.

m) Už jsi byl někdy na nějaké konferenci?

n)  Byl jsi na té schůzce? 

o)  V září jsem se zúčastnil výměnného pobytu na MIT. (exchange programme)

p)  Už jste mu napsal?

q)  Byl jste někdy ve Washingtonu?

r)  Ještě jsem nikdy nepřipravoval poster.

s)  Svou prezentaci jsem si připravil v angličtině.

t)  Už jste obhájil svou disertaci?

u)  Spolupracuji s nimi už hodně dlouho.

v)  V poslední době bylo získáno mnoho nových poznatků o stavbě vesmíru..

x)  Už dlouho mi nevolal.

y)  Ještě jsem mu neodpověděl na jeho e-mail.

z)  Rozuměli jste všem pravidlům?

3) a)/11  Choose two papers/articles of similar length written by native speakers of English, read them, and look up all the pre-present, present, and past tenses in the text. Mark them in different colours. In which sections of the paper (i.e., the Abstract, Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, Conclusions, Acknowledgements) have you found them? What is their frequency?  Insert the respective totals into the table. Has the author used any other tenses – which – where - why? Answer also the questions below. Do not forget what you found when writing your own paper.
	
	Pre-present
	Past
	Present
	Future
	Pre-past

	
	Paper
	Paper
	Paper
	Paper
	Paper

	
	1
	2
	1
	2
	1
	2
	1
	2
	1
	2

	Abstract
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Introduction
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Materials, methods
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Results
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Discussion
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Conclusions
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Acknowledgements
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


1) What is the frequency of the above tenses? 

2)Which tenses are  used in the respective sections?

3)Why ? d) What do they express? 

4) What conclusions can you draw ? 

Hand in the marked papers,  the results, and answers to your teacher.

3b)/12  Now do the same as above, but pay attention to the frequency of passive and active constructions:

	
	Pre-present

passive
	Past

passive
	Present

passive

	
	Paper
	Paper
	Paper

	
	1
	2
	1
	2
	1
	2

	Abstract
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Introduction
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Materials, methods
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Results
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Discussion
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Conclusions
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Acknowledgements
	
	
	
	
	
	


1) How often does the author use passive constructions? 

2) Why does he use them? In which section of the paper are they most frequent? 

3c) How would you express the same idea in Czech – would you use the passive construction?

4) Have you come across any “we“ constructions? If so, are they frequent? In which sections of the writing have you found them?

5) What conclusions can you draw from the table and your answers? Hand in the marked papers, the results, and answers to your teacher.

4)/13 Apply your findings to your bachelor project or master thesis abstracts. Hand in the new version written next to the original text to your teacher.

Prepositions

1. Prepositions of spatial relations – Purdue materials  
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The boy is behind the girl.
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across  Draw a line across the page.

against  She leans against the tree.

I\
ahead of The girl is ahead of the boy.
V4 5!\
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in front of The girl is in front of the boy. k

inside He is inside the house.

off His hat is off.

outof  He came out of the house.





[image: image5.png]through She went through the door.

under He is hiding under the table.
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2. Exercises :/14 1) II1 Time relations (Předložky s údaji času – list1)  )



                       /15 2) II2 Place relations (Předložky s údaji místa – list 1) 



/16 3) II3 Expressing directions – where (kam? –list 6)



/17 4) II4 Expressing directions –from where (odkud? – list6)



/18 5) II5 Expressing duration (trvání děje –list 7)



/19 6) II6 Compare the pair (Porovnejte dvojice – list 8)



/20 7) II7 Words used with prepositions (spojení s předložkami – list 8)



/21 8) II8 Fill in prepositions (Doplňujte předložky –list 12)

Gerunds, participles , and infintives – Gerundium, přechodníky a infinitivy

 1.  Introductory remarks

To make the text shorter, scientific writing can use three tools: the gerund , the participle, and the infinitive

.

Some verbs typically appear with the gerund construction, e.g.: to admit, appreciate, avoid, deny, discuss, enjoy, finish, imagine, postpone, practice, put off, recall, resist, use, suggest, etc. : 

Example: I practise presenting my conference paper.

Some typically collocate with the infinitive, e.g.: to agree, ask, claim, decide, expect, have hope, manage, mean, need, offer, permit, refuse, wait, want, etc

Example: .I agreed to offer him all the data.

Some verbs can appear both with the gerund and the infinitive, e.g.: to begin, continue, like, start, etc.

The gerund is a hybrid combining the characteristics of the verb and the noun. The gerund does not exist in Czech. It can function as a noun (e.g., being a subject or object) or a verb (e.g., expressing relations in time – actions contemporary with or preceding the action of the main verb, and passive and active activities). It can grammatically condense the expressed idea. Ulike the noun, the gerund is usually not preceded by the article and not followed by “of” (see example below). The subjects of the construction should be the same; if not, the have to be expressed in some way (e.g., by a noun, a possessive noun , a pronoun, or a possessive pronoun). In the condensing gerund construction (i.e., where it condenses, e.g., a time, cause, or conditional clause) the  following prepositions can be used :

after – potom co, když, až; before – před tím, než; on – jakmile; in – přitom, když; without –

aniž; instead of – místo toho, aby; by – tím, že; in spite of – přesto, že; despite  – přesto, že;

since – od té doby, co; besides – kromě toho, že; because of – kvůli; by means of – prostřednictvím toho, že; on account of – kvůli; 

Examples:  

Subject: Taking notes in class may be useful.


   X  To take notes in class ….

                    The taking of notes in class …


  Dělat si poznámky při výuce  může být užitečné.

              Being ill in summer is quite annoying.

              X  To be ill in summer …

              Stonat v létě je otrava.

              Preparing experiments may be time-consuming.

         
  X To pepare experiments may be …


      The preparation of experiments may be …

              Příprava pokusů může být časově náročná.

Object:   He stopped smoking and drinking.


   Přestal pít a kouřit.

Condensing:

Besides learning French, he also attends classes of German.

(=  He isn´t learning only French, but he …)

Kromě toho , že se učí anglicky, chodí také na němčinu. 

Instead of taking a taxi, we walked all the way.

(= We didn´t take a taxi, but we walked all the way.)

Místo toho, aychom jeli taxíkem, šli jsme celou cestu pěšky.

I learned English by listening to the radio and watching TV.

Učil jsem se anglicky tak, že jsem poslouchal rádio a díval se na televizi.

Also, the gerund often follows prepositional phrases of verbs,nouns, or adjectives.

Examples: 

to be good at; to agree with/on/about; to be an expert at/in + gerund

He is good at entertaining people.

He doesn´t agree with Mary spending so much on clothing.

He is an expert in finding excuses.

Participles (přechodníky) do exist in Czech, but being rich in forms and thus very tricky, they are being phased out. Therefore, Czechs avoid using participial constructions, although they are also a useful  means of condensing ideas. Someone using a participle in Czech will sound old-fashioned. In English, the subjects of  the structure need not be the same, but, not being the same, both have to be expressed. The construction can be developed into a complex sentence, e.g., part of which is a time, cause, concessive, or conditional clause. 

(By the way,  would  you be able to identify which of these ing-forms are participial or gerund constructions?)

Forms of the gerunds and participles and their use :
      Actions                           Active 

         Passive
 contemporary
                       writing                     being written

    (present)

 preceding                          having written          having been written

  (past)    

Examples:

Gerunds:      I apologize for being late
X
    I apologized for being late.

                   (contemporary actions in

           (contemporary actions in the past)

                    the present)             

                       now                 now                                      then                  then

                         I                       I                                           I                        I

                   I apologize for having been late.         I apologized for having been late.

                   (action preceding the present one)         (action preceding the past one)

                        now                 before now                    then               before then

                          I                          I                                  I                         I

Participles: Being sick, he can´t go out.                    Being sick, he couldn´t go out.  

                   (contemporary actions in the                  (contemporary actions in the past)

                    present)

                         now                 now                                then                then

                          he                     he                                   he                   he

                   Mary being sick, he can´t visit her.       Mary having been sick, he couldn´t

                          she                   he                              visit her.

                    (contemporary actions in the                      she                                he

                     present)                                                  (contemporary actions the past)

                            now                now                               then                            then

                    Having been sick, he can´t go out.       Having been sick, he couldn´t go out.

                     (action preceding the present one)        (action preceding the past one)

                         before now            now                          before then      then

                                he                       he                                 he                 he

Unlike Czech, English has 6 infinitives. The continuous infintives are quite rare.The infinitive  is the form under which a verb appears in the dictionary. It can be preceded by not (e.g., To be or not to be) .It is usually preceded by to, which, however, is omitted in the dictionary or with modal verbs (He can come). Similar to the gerund, the infinitives are used after certain verbs, adjectives and nouns. The infinitive can also act as the subject or object of a sentence. Besides many specific constructions (e.g., accusative /nominative plus infintive), it can also condense the idea which in Czech may often be expressed by , e.g., aby, že, který. Like , e.g., the gerund and participle, the infinitive can express actions contemporary with or preceding the action of the main verb as well as  active and passive activities. 
Forms of the infinitives :

  Actions 


Active 

   
  Pasive
contemporary 
                     to write


         to be written

(present)
         

continuous                          to be writing                      

preceding
                    to have written
        
         to have been written

(past)

 

continuous                         to have been writing

Examples :


           I want to write a letter
     I say the letter is to be written today.



(contemporary action in the
       (contemporary action in the present)



present)


     


          He is/was sorry not to have         I say/said the letter was to have been written
                      written the letter last week
    last week.



          (action preceding the 

     (action preceding the present/past one,

present/past one)

    - but not realized)

 2. Exercises :  

1)/22 Try to translate the examples of gerunds and participles into good Czech. Do not translate word for word, but express the meaning as exactly as possible. The translation is not easy.

      Hardships of foreign students:

      a) There are many pressures and stresses that come with being a student in a foreign

                 country.

            b) Dealing with a different language and culture, foreign students have additional

                difficulties in passing their courses.

            c)  Understanding  the lessons may also take twice as long..

            d) Being away from families and friends  makes it difficult for foreign students to

                 concentrate.

            e) Eating different foods and being exposed  to different viruses often causes illness

                among foreign students.

            f) Any way of minimizing the stress is therefore appreciated.

            g) When a situation becomes too serious, try making a joke.

            h) Often said to be the best medicine, laughter can improve a stressful situation.

i)  Putting on music can also calm you when you feel overewhelmed.

            j) Changing the environment, music can soothe your nervous tension.

            k) Physical symptoms  like rapid heartbeat and muscle tension can be reduced

                by breathing deeply through nose and exhaling through your mouth.

            l) A stressful day can be well-ended with taking a long hot bath.

           m) Developing good eating habits is another defense against stress.

           n) Eating several small meals during the day helps keep your energy level up.

           o) Two habits, getting enough sleep and eating healthy foods, are critical for stress

               management.

           p) Some people find that singing a song, especially a childhood favourite, will reduce

               stress and help stress management.

  2)/23 Translate into  Czech, using appropriate conjunctions. Pay attention to time relations of actions :

a) Walking down the road, I met Jim.

b) Being called, he didn´t answer,

c) Having enough money, he bought another car.

d) Being unable to fall asleep, he started reading.

e) While watching TV, he recognized a friend among the actors.

f) Although being competent in English, he signed in for another course to learn more.

g) While travelling in China, we met many interesting people.

h) The weather being too cold, we decided not to travel north.

i) It being too late, we returned home.

j) There being no more bread left, I had to go shopping.

k) The Suttons living at the far end of the street, John had difficulties finding them.

l) Having graduated, John set out for a round-the-world trip.

          m) Professor M., having been offered a tenure at MIT, will move to a new house.

           n) The conference not  having started, the participants could not use all the facilities.

           o) The lecture having finished, the participant could enjoy the coffee brake.

3/24 Make the two sentences shorter by using a gerund. The following prepositions will help you: 

 in, on,after, instead of, without, by, besides, in the event of, because of, since:

a) He didn´t take a bus, but he hired a taxi.

b) When the military car was entering the town, it was attacked.

c) When the customs officer was checking the truck, he found contraband cigarettes.

d) The Browns returned from the States; they bought a new apartment.

e) When she was checking the telephone number, she found it had been changed.

f) The Immigration officer stood at the exit and did not check the EU passengers.

g) He learnt to drive so that he watched his father.

h) Mary said that the palace was in Baroque style and she didn´t even have to look into

    the guidebook.

i) I found the way so that I used my GPS.

j) We didn´t stay at a hotel but rented an apartment.

k) She managed to improve her English for (= because) she worked hard at it.

l) We filled in the embarkation card and handed it to the officer.

m) As soon as we have ordered the meal, we started to talk about the trip.

n) He left his job and enrolled at his local college.

o) The play was badly acted and it was far too long.

p) She didn´t mention her new boy-friend; her parents were in the room.

4)/25 The following verbs, nouns, or adjectives used in gerund structures are followed by a preposition. Fill it in :
a)  I have often suspected him ………… being lazy.

b)  The student and his supervisor agreed ………… meeting on Monday.

c)  Will you limit yourself ………… quoting the most important data only.

d)  The maths seminar contributed ………… our understanding of the problem.

e)  I agreed  ………… working on the new project.

f)  We should have congratulated her ………… her promotion.

g)  How much did he profit ………… doing that business?

h) John´s position may be attributed ………. his having graduated with honours.

i) The hardships shouldn´t discourage you …………. trying again.

j) How could she be cured ………… telling lies?

k) They boasted ………… having won a million.

l) Jessica always complains …………being too busy.

m) I can´t approve ………… accepting a plagiarized thesis.

n) He is convinced ………… all the others being wrong.

o) His failing the maths exam can hardly be attributed ………… his failing the physics exam.

p) Ian will have to account to his professor ………… not having finished the 

dissertation in time.

q) I can´t refrain ………… criticising his lack of  responsibility.

r) I am quite worried ………… his failing all exams.

s) Are you interested ………… reading American novels?

t) Is he still thinking ………… spending a year at Princeton?

u) Is there any prospect ………. your getting that job?

v) Would you like to participate ………… solving the issue?

w) He counted  ………… getting a good job.

x) Everybody focused their attention  ………… getting rich.

y) She was very upset  ……… having failed the exam.

z) John is always clever  ………… finding excuses.

aa) Are you aware of the possibility ………. being injured when skateboarding ?

ab) After so many years they have a chance ……… winning the elections.

ac) You have had many opportunities ……… proving your goog intentions.

ad) He is thinking ……….. leaving his job and ………. going to America.

ae) He has a scheme …….. making the experiment work.

af) He is quite experienced ……….. in dealing with difficult students.

ag) He seems to be an expert ………… getting served before the others.

ah) The school has been extremely successful ………admitting top quality students.

ai) I have to apologize ……….. being late today.

aj) I am quite used ……….. repeating everything two or three times.
kk) I object ………. paying so much for the ticket.
5)26 How would you translate these sentences into Czech ? Test your understanding of participial constructions :
a) (Being) unaware of the mistake he made, he continued his calculations.

b) (Being) infuriated by the audience, the speaker interrupted his speech.

c) Having  exhausted  any possible means to cover his expenses, he had to sell his house.

d) Having passed his finals, he will leave Cambridge as soon as possible.
e) Not having received any reply, Peter thought his application got lost.

f) It being 7 o´clock, the bank was closed.

g) Being known as The Czech Technical University for almost  90 years, it is difficult now to change its name.
h) In the18th century our university was referred to as the Polytechnical Institute, being the first engineering school in central Europe.

i) Having completed all their academic duties, students can register for the state examination.

j) Applying for admission to a PhD programme, graduates in the US have to submit their dossier.
k) The PhD programme extends for 4 years, the deadline for the rigorous examination not having been  exactly fixed.

l) PhD students are expected to pass all examinations no later than the second academic year, English being one of them.

m) There having been rumours of the bank´s bankrupcy, panic has spread among its clients.
n) Although being open to guests, the rigorous examination is hardly ever attended by the public.
o) Having submitted  a written research proposal and passed the examinations, the PhD students are eligible for full matriculation.

p) The courses not being credited in the PhD programme, some students underestimate  the examination results.

q) Sounding very easy to be made , the discovery of graphene took several years of hard work.
r) Hoping to get a place at MIT, students work hard for this privilege.

s) Not knowing the rules and regulations of the University, many foreign students ran into difficulties.

t) Adressing their professor, students in America will say, “:Professor,  can I come to see you tomorrow” ?, not using the word “Mister” like in this country.

u) With the sun shining so brightly, Prague looked beautiful.

v) No fees being paid for tuition, many students apply for admission to bachelor courses.

w) With so many experiments having been made, the data obtained will take some time to evaluate and assess.

x) The execise on using the participles being almost finished, I hope it was not too diffucult for you to understand .

5)/27

  Various infinitive constructions – use the underlined words in a sentence . Follow the examples given below :

Some frequent constructions with the infinitive :

- the first/second..../last/only/superlative  + infinitive 

Example :  He was the first man who arrived  = …the first man to arrive (.. první, kdo/který přišel...)

- You are very/too/rather/quite/extremely +  adjective + infinitive 

Example : You cannot smoke. = You are too young to smoke. (příliš mladý na to, abys kouřil ...)
- some useful verbs followed directly by the infinitive : afford, agree, aim, ask, believe, choose, claim, consent, , decide, demand, determine, be determined,  , expect, fail, forget, help, hope,  learn, manage, neglect, offer, plan, prefer, prepare, proceed, promise, prove, refuse, seem,  tend, want, 

Example : I  agreed to come – souhlasil, jsem, že přijdu

- some useful verbs followed by  object  + infinitive : advise, allow, ask, assume, believe, consider, enable, encourage, entitle, estimate, force, intend,  instruct, know, order, offer, permit, persuade, request, suppose, train, understand, want, watch
Example : I assumed the results to be reliable. Předpokládal jsem, že výsledky jsou spolehlivé
Punctuation and capital letters

1. Marks of punctuation in English 

2. Introductiory remarks

Good punctuation makes a sentence clear and easy to read and understand.  Some writers use fewer marks of punctuation, mainly commas, but other prefer to punctuate texts quite heavily.Whichever style you prefer, be consistent in using punctuation.  In British English commas depend much more on recommendations and usage than on many rules. Commas help the reader understand the text and prevent misunderstanding, so they should be used at logical places. Thus very often it is the writer who decides whether to use the comma or not, even if the rules would not indicate it. The grammar checker is thus of no use.  Punctuation marks show the grammatical structure of the text, its meaning, and often the relationship between clauses. Some basic rules follow. Commas can be organized into four main groups :

1) introducers    

2) coordinators

3) inserters

4) tags

1) Introducer comma

The introducer comma is used after any element placed before the first independent (= main, hlavní) clause (= věta)  in a sentence (= souvětí):

	………………………..   ,   
	INDEPENDENT CLAUSE

	
	


Adverbs and   
Therefore , I intend to succeed .

transitional    
Nervously , I entered the room.

phrases            As a matter of fact, I failed the exam

           Participials       Having studied 10 hours a day , I could not understand it.

           Gerunds            On entering the port, the ship was inspected by the police.

Dependent
Because it was my favourite subject , I feel miserable

clause            (tj. vedlejší věta před hlavní)

                        After working so hard, I could not accept my failure. 

Direct speech  “Don´t give it up ,“ I said to myself.

Please note : a comma is often not used after short adverbs, phrases and adverb clauses. 

List of most frequent transitional phrases: after all,  as a matter of fact, as a result, at any rate, at the same time, even so, for example, for instance, in addition, in conclusion, in fact, in other words, in the first place, on the contrary, on the other hand, etc.

If used between two independent clauses, these phrases follow after a semicolon and often are set off by a comma.

2) Coordinator comma

The coordinator comma before a coordinating (= souřadná) conjunction  links equal elements  of a sentence.

	INDEPENDENT CLAUSE
	, and/or/but/nor/for/so/yet
	INDEPENDENT CLAUSE


     Two independent     She is very rich , but she is always broke.

clauses

Series of  3 or
   A, B , and/or/but C.

more items
   Is she learning English, Russian , or French?
   

Series of phrases

   A doctor has to work on weekdays, on weekends , and at
                                            night.

3) Inserter comma

The inserter comma is placed before and after any element inserted into the middle of  an independent clause.

	INDEPENDENT 
	,  …………………….. ,
	CLAUSE


Words

My results, however , were not convincing.                           

      Phrases

John´s results , on the other hand , were reliable.

                                   The temperature readings, according to him , were satisfacory.

      Non-restrictive     Charles IV, the founder of Charles University , died in 1378.     

      phrases and           John , having returned from China , decided to learn Chinese.   

      clauses

Francis , working on that problem , decided to apply for a grant.


                                    Jean , who has just returned from Africa , is glad to be back.

Please note: If a participial phrase qualifies, or in other words restricts, the meaning of the preceding word, it is not set off by a comma, thus : 

A child playing in the street can easily be struck by a car. ( i.e., any child who is playing in the street) x  Her child, playing in the street, was struck by a car. (i.e. while playing in the street).

4)  Tag comma

A tag comma is placed before elements added to the end of a sentence.

	INDEPENDENT CLAUSE
	,   ……………………..  .


      Words

 I like whisky , too.
      Phrases 

 He also plays tennis , beating me almost every time.

Please note : The comma is not used
       1) in decimal numbers

0. 521    

2) in dependent noun clauses functioning as the verb´s object (předmětných větách), beginning with

a. “that“ meaning “že“ even if the word is left out, 

     I know (that) he is very clever.

b. wh-question words (who, what which, when, where, why)

     I don´t know what he is saying.

c.  “whether“ and “if“ meaning “zda“

     I am not sure whether he will come.
       3)  before “that“ meaning “který, jenž“ even if it is left out

      There are many geometries  that are different from Euclidean.

       4)  between subject and its verb

      It is interesting that the impact of the computer revolution has been so great.

The semicolon, like the comma, is used between two independent clauses

1) that are connected in idea, but there is no coordinating conjunction between them

He visited Princeton; he gave a lecture at MIT.

 2)  before some adverbs (e.g., however, nevertheless, therefore, moreover, and

     furthermore, otherwise, accordingly, consequently, hence, thus, ) and transitional 

    (connecting)  phrases (see above the Introducer comma)

           Bungee jumping is dangerous ; however, many young people enjoy it.

           Speeding is dangerous ; nevertheless, very popular.

Inverted commas  ( = quotation marks) are used to enclose direct speech or a quotation. They may be single ( ´ ...´) or double (´´ ...”´) . Please note that  both marks are written at the upper level of the text, and the full stop, exclamation mark, question mark, and the comma come inside the quotation marks.

          I said, ´ It is wrong. ´
          “ I have spoken to him, “ I said, “ on only one occasion. “
Capitals

 A capital letter is used for :

1) the beginning of a sentence

2) proper nouns and adjectives formed from proper nouns, 

    e.g., September, John, Prague, Monday ; the English language; Czech ( = the Czech

   language)

            3) the chief words (i.e., nouns, adjectives, and verbs) in titles and positions of people, 

    in titles of books, plays, names of institutions

    e.g., Dean of the Faculty ; Doctor/Professor Brown; Three Men in a Boat; The  

    Importance of Being Eearnest; Faculty of Nuclear Sciences and Physical 

    Engineering

4) salutations and forms of address, titles, greetings, and complimentary close in letters

    e.g., Dear Dr./ Prof./ Mr/ Mrs/ Ms/Miss Brown/Sir/Madam;

    Yours sincerely/Sincerely;  Faithfully yours; 

5)  the first person sigular (but not for  me, my ) , but never for the second person singular or  plural 

                e.g., yours, your John

            6) words the writer considers to be important for the text 

                Dear Mum; Faculty, Department, etc.

3.  Exercises 

1)/28 Read the three choices carefully and circle the best answer.
 a) I´d like to meet next week but considering the fact that your schedule is full for the     

     next two weeks  why don´t we meet tomorrow?

1. I´d like to meet next week but considering the fact that your schedule is full for the

    next  two weeks, why don´ t wee meet tomorrow?

      2. I´d like to meet next week, but, considering the fact that your schedule is full for the    

          next  two weeks, why don´t we meet tomorrow?

      3. I´d like to meet next week, but considering the fact that your schedule is full for the

          next  two weeks why don´t we meet tomorrow?

      b) What you should do in my opinion is see your doctor immediately.

      1. What you should do, in my opinion is see your doctor immediately.

      2. What you should do, in my opinion, is see your doctor immediately.

      3. What you should do in my opinion is see your doctor immediately.

      c) Having seen how well Pat meets her deadlines I think she should be promoted.

      1. Having seen how well Pat meets her deadlines I think she should be promoted.

      2. Having seen how well Pat meets her deadlines, I think, she should be promoted.

      3. Having seen how well Pat meets her deadlines, I think she should be promoted.

      d) Our entire office staff I am sure will be at the holiday party.

      1. Our entire office staff, I am sure, will be at the holiday party.

      2. Our entire office staff, I am sure will be at the holiday party.

      e) Well he is the brightest although not the most humble person I know.

      1. Well, he is the brightest, although not the most humble person, I know.

      2. Well, he is the brightest, although not the most humble person I know.

      3. Well, he is the brightest although not the most humble person I know.

      f) You too can come with us to this exclusive reservations-only restaurant.

      1. You, too, can come with us to this exclusive reservations-only restaurant.

      2. You, too, can come with us to this exclusive, reservations-only restaurant.

      3. You too can come with us to this exclusive, reservations-only restaurant.

      g) As a rule I don´t lend money to anyone but because of your financial situation

          I will be happy to make an exception.

      1. As a rule, I don´t lend money to anyone, but, because of your financial situation,

          I will be happy to make an exception.

      2. As a rule I don´t lend money to anyone, but because of your financial situation

          I will be happy to make an exception.

      3. As a rule, I don´t lend money to anyone but because of your financial situation, 

          I will be happy to make an exception.

      h) Either the appointment must be rescheduled or I will have to take my business

          elsewhere.

      1. Either the appointment must be rescheduled, or I will have to take my business,

          elsewhere.

       2. Either the appointment must be rescheduled or I will have to take my business

           elsewhere.

       3. Either the appointment must be rescheduled, or I will have to take my business

           elsewhere.

       i) Tonight and only tonight the store will be having a special sale

      1. Tonight, and only tonight the store will be having a special sale.

      2. Tonight and only tonight, the store will be having a special sale.

      3. Tonight,and only tonight, the store will be having a special sale.

      j) Mrs.Presley whom I met in Memphis is no relation to Elvis.

      1. Mrs. Presley whom I met in Memphis, is no relation to Elvis.

      2. Mrs. Presley, whom I met in Memphis, is no relation to Elvis.

      3. Mrs. Presley, whom I met in Memphis is no relation to Elvis.

      k) We lost our map compass and star charts but found our way out of the woods.

      1. We lost our map, compass, and star charts, but found our way out of the woods.

      2. We lost our map, compass, and star charts but found our way out of the woods.

      3. We lost ourt map compass, and star charts, but found our way out of the woods.

      l) The salad bar contained lettuce salad jello fruit and pudding.

      1. The salad bar contained lettuce salad, jello, fruit and pudding.

      2. The salad bar contained lettuce salad, jello, fruit, and pudding.

      3. The salad bar contained lettuce, salad, jello, fruit, and pudding.

      m) When all the students had left the lab was locked for the evening.

       1. When all the students had left the lab was locked for the evening.

       2. When all the students had left the lab, was locked for the evening.

       3. When all the students had left, the lab was locked for the evening.

 2)/29 Comma vs. Semicolon in Compound Sentences (Purdue materials)
Comma vs. Semicolon in Compound Sentences: Exercise

Brought to you by The Purdue University Online Writing Lab at http://owl.english.purdue.edu.

Each of the following sentences needs either a comma or a semicolon. Put in the neceséry punctuation.

1. Many companies make sugar-free soft drinks, which are flavored by synthetic chemicals the drinks usually contain only one or two calories per serving.

2. Mr. Leyland played the viola professionally for many years and he now conducts a community orchestra.

3. The crab grass was flourishing but the rest of the lawn, unfortunately, was dying.

4. The hill was covered with wildflowers it was a beautiful sight.

5. As I turned around, I heard a loud thump for the cat had upset the goldfish bowl.

6. The artist preferred to paint in oils he did not like watercolors.

7. The house was clean, the table set, and the porch light on everything was ready for the guests' arrival.

8. He looked carefully in the underbrush but he failed to notice the pair of green eyes staring at him.

9. The foundations of the house had been poured but, to his disappointment, nothing else had been done because of the carpenters' strike.

10. The computer could perform millions of operations in a split second however, it could not think spontaneously.

11. I thought registration day would be tiring but I didn't know I'd have to stand in so many lines.

12. The dog, growling and snarling, snapped at me I was so frightened that I ran.

13. The snowstorm dumped twelve inches of snow on the interstate subsequently, the state police closed the road.

14. Professors are supposed to be absent-minded and I've seen plenty of evidence to support that claim since I've been in college.

15. The suspect said that he had never met the victim however, the detective knew that he was lying.

16. In the first place, it was snowing too hard to see the road in the second place, we had no chains.

17. I have read Soul on Ice but I have not read The Invisible Man.

18. San Francisco is my favorite city in fact, I plan to spend two weeks there this summer.

19. The quarterback made a brilliant pass and the end crossed the goal line for the winning

touchdown.

20. Large supermarkets fascinate me I can find everything from frozen chow mein to soybean flour in one place.

21. Ron and Mike were both in English class this morning they gave an interesting presentation on their research.

22. The obstacles are not insurmountable but they are real and formidable.

23. Riding a bicycle is excellent exercise I ride mine every day.

24. I am not interested in a trip to Asia this year however, I would like to go to Europe.

25. Not all highly educated people enjoy traveling, but many world travelers are particularly well educated.

26. Jack worked overtime to pay off his education debts at least, that was his explanation for his long hours.

27. Katherine has given up smoking about five times but she cannot seem to break the habit.

28. His work may be almost totally forgotten but he would certainly be surprised to see how much current scholarship simply echoes his ideas.

29. Our dog seems to have a built-in alarm clock he wakes us up at exactly the same time every morning.

30. The passengers on the plane were initially alarmed by the loss of altitude but the pilot and the crew kept them calm.

31. I realized at once that something was wrong I was not, however, the only person who was

concerned.

32. I had to complete the assignment by Friday otherwise, I would have failed the course.

33. Ralph decided to be a chemist but he changed his mind after taking Chem. 121.

34. I finished reading The Nation and then I went to bed.

35. We always go to the mountains in the fall they are at their prettiest at that time of year.

36. Tim went to the candy store quite often the clerk even knew his name.

37. Criticism of capitalist expansionism does not surface in most discussions of the worldwide

ecological crisis indeed, proposed solutions rarely deviate from a basic message of further

technological "progress."

38. The president has pledged to cut taxes repeatedly and the public has responded enthusiastically.

39. The office was closed consequently, I could not pay my bill.

40. The air was beautifully clear it was a lovely day.

Answers for this exercise are available at

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/grammar/g_commacompA1.html. You can also return to thehandout on the Comma vs. the Semicolon in Compound Sentences at

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/grammar/g_commacomp.html

For more information about compound sentence patterns, see the Purdue OWL handout, Sentence

Punctuation Patterns at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/grammar/g_sentp.html.

The following information must remain intact on every handout printed for distribution.

This page is located at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/print/grammar/g_commacompEX1.html

Copyright ©1995-2004 by OWL at Purdue University and Purdue University. All rights reserved.

Use of this site, including printing and distributing our handouts, constitutes acceptance of our terms and conditions offair use, available at

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/lab/fairuse.html.

To contact OWL, please visit our contact information page at

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/lab/contact.html to find the right person to call or email.
3)/30 Choose the most appropriate  mark of punctuation. 

      1. She was formerly a member of staff of the Czech Embassy in Moscow Berlin Vienna 

          Madrid and Kopenhagen.

      2. During the summer the workers have installed a new floor a new heating system and new 

          blackboards.

      3. American folk songs may be classified into the following categories marching songs

          work songs  ballads hymns and spirituals.  

      4. We walked we played we fasted yet we gained weight.

      5. There was more money available so we decided to plan a trip to Mexico.

      6. As there was more money available we decided to plan a trip to Mexico.

      7. We wanted to see to divide and to conquer but we stayed to learn to wonder and to build.

      8. There was more money available therefore we decided to plan a trip to Mexico.

      9. He is after all an interesting young man.

      10. Well it makes sense doesn´t it?

      11. In our club all meetings are very short so we can meet at eight.

      12. When we lose our freedoms life becomes intolerable.

      13. Last week an unhappy time for me will always live in my memory.

      14. Havel the writer and former president of this country is known worldwide.

      15. The printing press invented by Gutenberg helped spread knowledge.

      16. We came we saw and we conquered.

      17. Boys wearing long hair were excluded but girls were welcome.

      18. Americans who give aid to the enemy should be shot.

      19. This law passed after a heated debate must be amended again.

      20. The city which interests me most is London.

      21. Olympia which is the capital of Washington State is south of Seattle.

      22. The man who spoke to me is my former teacher.

      23. My girlfriend who lives in Prague has blue eyes and fair hair.

     24. My new girlfriend who does not live in Prague is dark-eyed.

     25. Our new car which my parents bought quite recently seats six.

     26. She is wearing the jumper that she received from Mary.

     27. Her new jumper which was a Christmas gift is two sizes large.

     28. Cities that have great financial problems levy all kinds of taxes.

     29. The book that I used to prepare this exercise is very useful.

     30. All the tickets that had been sold will contribute to charity.

     31. A child playing in the street may be struck by a car.

     32. Playing in the street his brother  was struck by a car.

     33. While washing the car I was watching the afternoon football match.         

     34. This is interesting indeed.

     35. Indeed this is interesting.

     36. I hope that this raise in salary will be welcome.

     37. You should understand I cannot do any more for you.

     38. I can hardly tell you where you forgot your book.

     39. This raise in salary I hope will be welcome.

     40. This raise in salary will be welcome I think.

     41. If I were you I wouldn´t go there.

     42. Kate said that she would be on time but I didn´t believe her.

     43. Kate said she would be on time however I didn´t believe her.

     44. Ann told us nobody had asked for the passport.

     45. Jack said he had missed the train got lost and was arrested.

     46. As soon as the bell rang our teacher said we should hand in the test paper.

     47. On the other hand we could go to the cinema.

     48. Ann on the other hand did not agree with us.

     49. Road-users annoy pedestrians pedestrians annoy road-users.

     50. We stayed at home because the weather was too hot to go out.

     51. If the weather gets even hotter we want to leave Prague.

     52. It was hot so we went swimming therefore you could not find us at home.

     53. I am not sure why he didn´t turn up.

     54. That “that“ that I left out in sentence No.45 see above may make understanding the sentence

           difficult.

     55. That the situation will change is not very probable.

     56. When we heard the news we were very sorry for him.

     57. I was surprised because I had not expected to see him.

     58. Because I had not expected to see him I was surprised.

     59. I don´t like pork nor do I like game.

     60. I told her to leave for I was very tired.

     61. We stayed at home for the weather was awful.

     63. Since his arrival there has been no change.

     64. Since there´s no more business we can go home.

     65. He left home in 2005 and hasn´t been seen since.

     66. His little brother was struck by a car playing in the street.

    4)/31 Punctuation of restrictive and non-restritive participial phrases. Insert the

       offered participial phrase and use commas, if necessary.  

     1. …..taking a walk in the woods…..

         A person …………………………………. can see a great variety of birds.

         Our botany class …………………………….saw a great variety of birds.

     2. ….. sitting in the rear of the lecture hall …..   

         Oliver and his friends ……………………………..could not hear the professor.

         The students …………………………………. could not hear the professor.

     3.  …..feeling tired …..

          Any of the swimmers ………………………..should start to come back to shore.

          One of the swimmers ………………………..started to come back to shore.

     4.  …..having achieved success early in life …..

          A person ……………………………. may become bored with life.

          My best friend ………………………………..became very bored with life.

     5.  …..not satisfied with the service in the store …..

          Mrs. Johnson …………………………….. complained to the management.

          Any customer ……………………………. may complain to the management.

     6.  ….. living a life of great luxury …..

          People ………………………… are often heedless of the suffering of the poor.

          The millionaire´s son ……………………………. was heedless of  the suffering

          of the poor.

     7.  ….. much admired by women …..

          The handsome actor ………………………… became very vain and arrogant.

          A man ………………………………. may become very vain and arrogant.

     8.  ….. getting to the concert hall late …..

          The Browns …………………………….had to wait until the first number was over 

          before they could be seated.

          Anyone …………………………… will have to wait until the first number is over

          to be seated.

     9.  …..spoiled by his parents …..

          Their eldest son …………………………. never became a mature, responsible adult.

          A boy ………………………… may never become a mature, responsible adult..

 5)/32 Add punctuation and capital letters to the following text. First check that you 

       understand all words. 

aging

       people are more likely to live long enough to get old in wealthy countries than in poor

countries in rich countries people have nutritious food modern medical care good sanitation and clean drinking  water but poor countries lack these things as a result the

mortality is very high citizens of ethiopia and yemen which are two of the world´s poorest countries have an average life expectancy of 35 – 39 years citizens of japan norway iceland and sweden in contrast have an average life span of more than 76 years japan has the highest but yemen has the lowest one exception is saudi arabia one of the world´s wealthiest nations having an average life expectancy of 45 – 49 years saudi arabians live about as long as bangladeshis and cambodians surprisingly the united states is not among the highest-rated nations having an average life expectancy of only 70 – 74 years

     compared to other mammals humans have a relatively long life span the average life span of elephants is 70 years of dogs 18 years of cats 14 years and of horses 20 years the  life spans of other species are as follows eagles parrots and owls 60 years parakeets 12 years guppies 5 years and box tortoises 100 years some plants such as trees live much longer than animals redwood trees for example live more than 3,000 years and bristlecone pine trees can live over 4,000 year also olive trees can live very long

     the life expectancy of people who live in industrialised societies is increasing rapidly in fact it has doubled in the past one hundred years when comparing males and females one finds that women now generally live longer than men the oldest person until quite recently was a french woman jeanne calment at her death madame calment was both blind and deaf but she had not lost her sharp wit for which she had become quite famous when asked what kind of future she expected she replied that a very short one also bragging about her smooth skin she said that she had had only one wrinkle in her life and she was sitting on it
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