
KEEPING A JOB
II What do you consider to be a
good job? What things are most
important to you in a job?
Would you rather have iob
satisfaction and lower pay or vice-
velsa?

trI StuOythe words below and then
read the dialogue on the right and
fill in the missing words.

qualif ications
expense account

workaholic
retraining
pension

slave-driver
responsibility

perks
i n itiative

working environment
career change

sick pay
overtime

promotion
self-motivated

stressfu I

company car
passing the buck

health scheme
travelling expenses

tt
rI igi Now listen and check
your answers.

{ In the dialogue, Fiona's friend
tells her that she can still fulfil her
dreams. In pairs, list all ol the
reasons why she shouldn't leave
her job.

J:
F:

J:
F:

J:

F:
J:
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Keeping a Job
prospects (of promotion) sabbaticals punctuality
ln-service training regular ' irregular hours procrastination
day release flexitime laziness
health scheme (GB)/health plan (US) fixed ' flexible hours to passthe buck ' dccept/take responsibility
company facilities to work shifts self-motivation (a self-starter')
the perks of the job / fringe benelits to clock in " out individualiiy ' sociability
staf{ discount on products / services to share a job ethical ' unethical business practices

maternity leave dlligence environment(ally)Jriendly products

maternity grant enterprise
holidavs ' unDaid leave obedience

J: Hi Fiona. What's wrong? You look a little down.
F: Yeah, it's my job. I really don't know what to do.
J: Why? I thought you were really happy with it.
F: Well, in many ways it's a great job. It definitely has a lot of

1_. Ihavea2
and I have an 3

full 6
7

I can use at anv time.
I can use to pay for my

. The job offers a great 5 with
when I get ill. And there's a good chance of

if I stay with the company for a few years.
It sounds great! So what's the problem, then?
Well, I'm just not satisfied with the job. I have to travel a lot, so I'm
always away from Dan and the kids, and when I am here I always
have to work 8 so I don't get a chance to see them
much either. It's also a verv 9 job, and everybody in
the office is feeling it, so it's a pretty tense 10
The boss is a ll which doesn't help. He just walks
around vellins about how we all have to show more
t2 take more 13 for things instead
of 14 , be more 15 , and all of
those thinss. He can be a real 16 sometimes. But
most of all, I'm just sick of selling computers. I want to do something
else with my life.
Like what?
I really want to be a teacher, but I'm not a young girl any more, and
I'm afraid that it's a bit late to be thinkins about
a17 at my age.
Yeah, but what are you going to do - stick with a job you don't like
untilyougetyour18-?IfIwereyouI'dleaveandfind
something you like doing better.
I know, but how can I do it? I can't go back to school at my age.
Well, you might not have to do a full degree. You've got "A" level
history, haven't you? You should see if that's enough to get a job
teaching history somewhere. And even if you do have to do some
t9 , you could go to evening classes before you quit
your present job and get all of the 20_ you need.

F: You know, maybe you're right. I'll have to give it some thought.
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