
WINTER SPORTS
II How good a skier are you? ll
you ski, tell a partner about your
lirst time on skis. ll you have never
been skiing, discuss some other
activi$ that you have learned and
the lirst time you tried it (e.9.
surling, roller skating, riding a
bicycle, etc.).

atI now read the text and lill the
gaps with the words below:

slope / piste
skis
hard-packed
lodge
po les
I ift
ticket / ski pass / lift pass
snowpl0ugh
cr0ss-c0untry
rack
downhill
skiing holiday

at
.t Rtter filling in the gaps, read
the text again and underline words
and phrases that you want to
remember.

{ *.,r', the story from the text in
your own words. Use as many of
the words you inserted as possible.

F
! Write a short paragraph (100
words maximum) describing a
different lirsl attempt at skiing,
using the same vocabulary again.
Then read it to your partner.

It was about 1l a.m. on a bright
February morning when we finally
arrived at our ski 1

ready forour 2_. Being

terribly excited, I
jumped out and sta

get the skis off

immediately
rted trying to
of the ski
All of my

friends, however, went to the side

of the road and started picking up

handluls of snow. muttering to

each other in low voices. As
I picked up a handful of snow,
I realised why they all looked so

worried. It was 4__________,
snow that had been melted by
a warm spell and then frozen
again. Not exactly the perfect
conditions fbr my first attempt at 5

I was determined to try, however. and a half hour later I was sittins at the

bottom of a threatening ski 6 trying to get used to standing
on skis. My first disaster came at the ski 7 I showed the

operator my 8 and, when it was finally my turn, he grabbed

a little rope and shoved it between my legs. I was jerked up the slope, and

made it about fifteen feet befbre I fell off and slid back down to the bottom.
It took fbur embarrassing tries before I finally managed to stay up until the

top.

the top, I wished I had never tried. I pushed off, trying to

10

as my friends had taught me, keeping my
pointing inward in a little v, but I instantly realised

I had no control over where and how fast I was going. I lost both of my
11 hit two trees and one old ladv. and fell down countless

times before I reached the bottom with a twisted knee and a wide range of
bruises and scrapes. My friends encouraged me to keep trying, but I just
shook my head and walked off to the pub, stopping to throw my useless

lift ticket in the rubbish can. Next time, I thought, I'll try
T2
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skiing instead.



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 


