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In this activity, we’ll explore different housing situations and share our preferences.
In groups of 3 or 4, one person reads a question and each person answers in turn and
gives a reason. For example: “Would you rather live in a big city apartment or a small
countryside house? Why?” —"I would choose the countryside house because | love peace
and being close to nature. Also, | prefer having more space.”

1. Urban vs. Rural:
Would you rather live in a high-rise apartment in a bustling city or a quiet farmhouse
surrounded by fields?

2. Traditional vs. Modern:
Would you rather live in an ancient castle with history and charm or a futuristic smart home
with high-tech gadgets?

3. Smallvs. Spacious:
Would you rather live in a tiny house with minimal space but low expenses or a spacious
mansion with high upkeep costs?

4. Naturalvs. Artificial Surroundings:
Would you rather live in a treehouse in the middle of a forest or an underwater house with
ocean views?

5. Location Priorities:
Would you rather live close to work but in a smaller, less attractive home, or further away in a
larger, beautiful home?

6. Extreme Environments:
Would you rather live in a desert home with air conditioning or a snowy cabin with a
fireplace?



7. Fixed vs. Mobile Housing:
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the people they are best suited for.

Joe
is a computer programmer.

works in the centre of the town.

has a car.
wants to live alone.
needs room for an office at home.

hates traffic.

Jamie
is a college student.

hip and is
has a small schola(s ;
looking for a part-time job.

likes going to the pub at night.
has a bike: “who needs a car?
is new in town and doesn’t know
anyone.
is living away from her parents for
the first time.

Charlie and Edith
are a retired couple.
are on a tight budget.
have trouble sleeping at night.
are too old to drive.
love walking in the country.
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¢+ Listen to the telephone
conversation about a flat that is for
rent and fill in the missing
information in Peter’s notes.

2@
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3 Choose one of the advertisements
on the preceding page and with
a partner roleplay a similar phone
conversation. You can take the part
of Joe or Jamie. Your partner is the
landlord/landlady.

4 Complete the paragraphs on the
right choosing some of the following
comments.

It was very cramped.

It is nice and cosy.

It was so spacious you could get
lost in it.

It had a kitchen corner.

| had to share the bathroom with the
other tenants.

There was a large swimming pool
and hot tub in the back.

The commute to work was too long.

The couches folded down into a
double bed.

The living room doubled as my
office, so it was rather messy.

It was in a bad part of town.

The walls were so thin you could
hear everything your neighbours
said.

It was right up the street from the
university.

5 What other advantages and
disadvantages of each kind of house
can you think of?

Ringmer Road, Brighton - 01273-946192

1__ -bedroom flat in a 2 house

3 flats in the house, the 4 lives in
one of them.

Special features:

5 floors

tall 6

7 in the garage — share with other tenants

8 in the back that leads to a 9

with a 10

They are looking for someone who is 11

12
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THESE ARE THE FLATS
OF OUR LIVES

When I was at university, I hardly had any money at all. T couldn’t get
a room in the halls of residence, so I had to live in a bedsitter. There
were some nice things about it. For example, ...

But it also had its disadvantages.

When I graduated from university, I found a job as an accountant and
started to earn decent money. My girlfriend and I moved into a flat in
a housing estate. It was much nicer than my previous place.

But it still wasn’t perfect. My girlfriend eventually broke up with me
and moved out because she said...

My career went ahead very well, and soon I was a rich stockbroker.
I got married, and when my wife became pregnant we decided to buy
a house in the suburbs. It was very expensive and luxurious. ...

Having such a large place, however, presented some problems. For
instance, ...

When I retired, we decided that we needed a change of pace, so we
bought a nice mobile home, with a piece of land in the country where
we could park it when we weren’t travelling. It was perfect for our
lifestyle.

Now I’'m dead and I rest in a pine box, apparently. ...
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Houses

1 WHERE PEOPLE LIVE

a Complete the Preposition column with in or on.

VOCABULARY BANK

suburbs or outskirts?

The suburbs is a residential area outside the
centre of a large city.

Croydon is a suburb of London.

Preposition The outskirts is the area around a city which
1 Ilive the country, surrounded by fields. in is thelfurthes't, from t’I:e cen;re.l
They live on the outskirts of Milan.
2 Ilive  the outskirts of Oxford, about 5 miles from '
the centre. >

. . b 419)) Listen and check.
3 Ilive avillage(atown/a city).
4 |livein Aldeburgh, asmalltown  the east coast. ¢ Cover the Preposition column. Say the
& i S S —— sentences with the correct preposition.

ive e second floor of a large block of flats.
6 Ilive Croydon, a suburb of London about 10 miles d Describe where you live to your partner.

from the city centre.

2 PARTS OF A HOUSE OR BLOCK OF FLATS

a  Match the words and pictures.
A flat

balcony /'balkoni

? min @
" a
‘E lml

basement ‘bersmont
entrance /entrans
ground floor
_\[I'ku)llti tlo:

(AmE first floor)

1 top floor /top [l

b 4 20))) Listen and check. Cover the words and look at the
pictures. Test yourself.

3 DESCRIBING A HOUSE OR FLAT

a  Match the descriptions and photos.

A house

1 chimney /'t[imni
gate /geil
path /pu:f
roof /ru:l
steps /steps
terrace /'teras/
patio /'pa:tiav
wall /warl

I live in a cottage in the country. It's old and
made of stone, and the rooms have very low
ceilings. There's an open fire in the living room
and it's very cosy in the winter.

I'live in a modern flatin the |
city centre. It's spacious {
and very light, with wooden
floors and big windows.

b 421)) Listen and check. Focus on how the highlighted phrases are pronounced.

¢ Cover the descriptions and look at the photos. Describe the rooms.

chimney or fireplace?

In English chimney only refers to the structure on the roof of the house.
Fireplace is the place where you burn wood or coal. For some nationalities

chimney is a ‘false friend".

roof or ceiling?

Roof is the top part of a house. Ceiling is the top part of a room.

<« p.69




TYPES OF DWELLINGS

1 Match the following expressions to the pictures. Put a number in each box.

1

2 Where would you be most likely to find
each of these houses? Can they all be

semi-detached house (GB)

duplex/two-family house (US)

chalet

terraced house (GB)

row house (US)

block of flats (GB)

apartment building (US)

detached house (GB)
(single-family) house (US)

bungalow (GB)
ranch house (US)

caravan (GB)
trailer (US)

half-timbered house

Tudor-style house (GB)

found in your country?

What kinds of people do you think live in

each?

3 Which type of house do you live in and
what other type of house might you like

living in?

4 Describe the house of the future. What
will be different?

What will stay the same?

Types of Dwellings

redbrick house
(without plaster)

housing estate

council houses and
flats (GB) / housing
project (US) / public
housing (US)

condo(minium) (US)

high-rise / towerblock /
multi-storey building

skyscraper

town house

country house

mansion

manor house

castle

chateau

stately home

palace

half-timbered house /
Tudor-style house (GB)

cottage

summer cottage

weekend cottage /
“second home”

log cabin
grass hut
igloo

teepee
mobile home
a squat

halls of residence (GB) /
dorm(itory) (US)

flat (GB) /
apartment (US)

bachelor flat / bachelor
pad

bedsitter / bedsit

studio

basement flat

Positive qualities
comfortable

cosy

luxurious / exquisite
pleasant

roomy / spacious
large

tidy / spotless
well-kept

attractive
elegant
magnificent
newly built

Negative qualities
dilapidated
haunted
ramshackle
hideous
cramped
shabby
dingy

poky

leaky
damp

Activities

to move into

to move out of

to move house

to rent (out)

to lease

to (re)decorate

to furnish

to renovate

to refurbish

to alter

to pull down /
demolish




FINDING YOUR IDEAL RENTED FLAT OR HOUSE

Imagine you found a new job in the UK and are planning to rent a flat or house. Your
task is to search for a property online, analyse its features, and present why it would
be the best choice for you.

Take note of important details:
e Location
e Price
Size (number of rooms, square footage)
Features (balcony, garden, proximity to shops/schools, etc.)
Any unique selling points (e.g., "great city view," "modern design").

Where is the property located?

What makes it appealing to you?

How does it fit your needs and lifestyle?

Are there any downsides? If so, why are they acceptable to you?
What would you change about this property?

Do you think the price is reasonable?

Here is one of the largest property portals in the UK. You can search for flats and houses
to rent or buy based on location, price range, and features: https://www.rightmove.co.uk/

rightmove Q Buy Rent House Prices Find Agent Commercial Inspire Overseas

in finding it

with the UK's largest choice of homes

Search properties for sale and to rent

e.g. Bath, NW3, or Leeds station



https://www.rightmove.co.uk/
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