11 In-text referencing conventions

In your academic writing, it is very important that you acknowledge the source of the words
and ideas where these are neither your own nor common knowledge. You will learn about
conventions for in-text referencing in this unit.

11.1 Look at this extract from a student’s essay on the impact of advertising on child behaviour. Are
in-text references 1-10 correct (V) or incorrect (X)? Where they are incorrect, correct them or
explain what is wrong.

1 X date needed, e.g. (Lee, 2010)

It is now well established that food promotion influences children’s food
preferences and their purchasing behaviour 1 (Lee). For example, a
study of primary school children by & Teresa Cairns (20086) found that
exposure to advertising influenced which food they said they liked. A
more recent study showed that labelling on a vending machine had

an effect on what was bought by secondary school ehildren 3 Willis
(RO12). A number of studies have also shown that food advertising can
influence what children eat 4 (e.g. Barry, 2011, May 2010, White, 2010).
One, for example, showed that advertising influenced a primary class’s
choice of daily snack at playtime 5 (May, P, 2010). However, it 18 more
difficuls to establish whether g link exists between food promotion and
obesity 6 (Levin, Advertising in focus, 2008), although some studies
have attempted this by using the amount of television viewing &s a
measure of exposure to television advertising 7 (e.g. Marks, 2006,

in Allen, 2008). They may have established & link between television
viewing and diet, obesity and cholesterol levels, but as 8 Alvin 2010 has
pointed out, it is impossible to say whether this effect is caused by the
advertising itself or other factors. One study tried to resolve this problem
by taking a detailed diary of children’s viewing habits 9 (Collins, 2011),
showing that the more food adverts they saw, the more snacks and
calories they consumed. In summary, while the literature does suggest
that food promotion influences children’s diet in a number of ways,
‘incontrovertible proofof & link simply isn't attainable’ 10 (Petersen,
2012, page 13).
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T Focus on your subject \
It is important that you become familiar with the in-text referencing conventions used in your
subject. If you are not given information about these on your course, follow the conventions used in
. a leading journal in your subject.
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8.1

Reference lists

At the end of every academic text you write, you will normally be expected to give a reference
list (i.e. a list giving details of all the books, articles, websites, etc. that you mentioned). It is

important to become familiar with the conventions used in writing reference lists. Note that

some people use the term ‘bibliography’ to mean reference list. However, this can also mean a
list of publications on a particular subject, not necessarily publications that you have read or

mentioned.

a Look at the reference list on page 35 from a student’s essay. What type (1-13) is each
source (A-M) in the reference list?

book with a single author

book with two or more authors 2

edited book

publication without a named author

article in a journal

paper in an edited book

article in a magazine or newspaper

unpublished dissertation

handout from a lecture

article in an online publication

article in a journal; originally printed, but found online
article in an online reference source

information or statistics from a government or other organisation online
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b Find any mistakes in the reference list and discuss ways to correct them.
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Appendices

Appendix 1
In-text references
1 The author-date system

* In an integral reference the author's surname is used
as an element of the sentence.

Bygate (1987) points out that spoken text is
generally grammatically simpler than written text.

+ The author's surname is followed by the date of
publication in brackets. Integral references focus
attention on the author.

* In a non-integral reference the author’s surname and
the date of publication are put in brackets.

75 percent of journeys by men and 52 percent by
women were by car (Oxley 2000).

+ A number of sources by different authors can be
listed in non-integral references.

Since 1990, authors of numerous articles have
recommended the use of problem-centered instruction
in secondary social studies classes (e.g. Benoit 1998;
Gallagher 2000; Maxwell, Bellisimo & Mergendoller
2001; Savoie & Hughes 1994).

+ Items in the list are usually given in alphabetical
order.

+ Commas can be placed between the surname and
date.

" ... by car (Oxley, 2000). I

... social studies classes (e.g. Benoit, 1998;
Gallagher, 2000; Maxwell, Bellisimo &
Mergendoller, 2001; Savoie & Hughes, 1994).

+ When a publication has more than two authors, only
the surname of the first author is given, followed by
et al. (et alia = and others).

Owen et al. (2009) found that 45% of patients had home
internet access. Although these errors are rare, they
occur in spontaneous speech (Clark et al. 1986).

168

+ For a quotation, it is usual to give a page number in
addition to the date:

Jenkins (1995, p. 121) argues that “customers are
individuals whose individual wants and needs can be
ascertained and fulfilled”.

+ When we report one writer mentioned by another
writer, ‘cited in’ or just ‘in’ is used.

Schools often give conflicting messages about the value
of sport in the curriculum (Barrett 2001, cited in Adams
2008).

2 The numeric or endnote system

+ A number is placed in the text, usually in superscript,
or sometimes in square brackets. This links to a
source given in the reference list.

A growing number of universities are offering modules
in communication skills.

Porter noted that “in choosing among technologies to
invest in, a firm must base its decision on a thorough
understanding of each important technology in its

value chain”. [1]

Appendix 2

Reference lists

The example reference list on page 169 follows the very
common APA (American Psychological Association) style of
referencing:

+ the list should be headed References;

+ it should include all the sources (books, journal
articles, newspaper articles, websites, etc.) you have
referred to in your text;

+ it should not include any sources you have read but
not referred to;

+ references are normally listed in alphabetical order.

Some different conventions may be used in your subject from
those shown here. Your department may give you details of
what you need to do. If not, follow the conventions used in a
leading journal in your subject or use the conventions shown
here.
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